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‘WONDERLAND’ RETURNS TO TAMARAMA

TO SUPPORT LIFESAVERS

‘Wonderland City’, an amusement park that operated at Tamarama Beach almost 100 years ago, is the focus of a unique public art and fundraising project developed by Tamarama Surf Life Saving Club, Mambo and McGrath Estate Agents.

A 13-metre mural depicting the park has been created by Mambo artist David McKay, and will be displayed on the Eastern wall of the surf club through sponsorship from McGrath Estate Agents, who have been a long-time supporter of the Club.

Titled ‘Tamarama Wonderland’, the mural image will also be used to create a special Mambo t-shirt to raise funds for the club.  Both the mural and t-shirt will be launched by HG Nelson at the surf club on Thursday October 24, at 8.30am.

Wonderland City opened in 1906 and closed down in 1911.  Advertising described the park as “an unending source of delight” and attractions included clifftop railways, underground rivers, the ‘Katzenjammer Castle’ and an airship which ran across the beach on steel cables.

Tamarama Surf Club president Jon Hancock says the mural will help raise much needed funds for the small club.

“Tamarama beach is regarded as one of the most dangerous in Australia, due to a combination of high numbers of beach users, a high exposure to prevailing southeasterly wind and waves, and prominent headlands which create almost permanent rip conditions in the recreational beach and surf area. 

“With an average of 50 people drowning in rips throughout the country each year, the service performed by Tamarama Surf Club is invaluable to our community and to date, there have been no lives lost during patrol hours whilst the beach has been overseen by our members.”

According to Surf Life Saving Australia (SLSA) statistics, 77 people drowned in Australian surf during the 2000/2001 summer season alone. In that time, 11,813 rescues and 289,139 preventative actions also occurred.
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McGrath Estate Agents have supported Tamarama Surf Club for the past 6 years and are delighted to be sponsoring the mural project.

“Sponsorship of the mural is a natural extension of our long standing support for Tamarama Surf Life Saving Club and the valuable community service they provide”, said John McGrath, Chief Executive of McGrath Estate Agents.  “Certainly the loss of so many lives in our waters is of great concern and if it wasn’t for the courageous efforts of many of our lifesavers, many more lives would be at risk.”
The ‘Tamarama Wonderland’ t-shirt is available for $39.95 at Mambo, Campbell Parade, Bondi, and at www.mambo.com.au  - $15.00 from the sale of every t-shirt will be donated to Tamarama Surf Life Saving Club.

Ends

For further information contact:

Rachel Blackley or Klio Norris at Mambo on 02 9380 6844 or 0413 200 882.

Terri Sissian at McGrath Estate Agents on 9386 3342 or 0419 881 414.

